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The Honorable Robert P. Casey 
United States Senate 
555 Walnut Street, First Floor 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101 
 Re:  Voting Accessibility and Integrity 
 
Dear Senator Casey: 
 
Congratulations on your election to the Senate.  We are writing in the hope that you can devote attention and 
leadership effort to the issue of election integrity. 
 
As you doubtless know, unforeseen side effects leave the work of the Help America Vote Act (“HAVA”) unfinished. 
The integrity and credibility of our nation’s voting system is at risk without verifiable and accountable elections.  In 
addition, a key promise of HAVA, the accessibility of the voting process to people with disabilities, has largely failed 
to materialize.  We are therefore seeking your leadership in ensuring that the 2008 presidential election will be 
accessible, verifiable, and audited.  Given the state of today’s technology, this will require voter-verifiable paper 
records and routine post-election audits. 
 
Accessibility 
 
Despite HAVA’s focus on making the voting process fully accessible to Americans with disabilities, voting machines 
deployed in most jurisdictions in Pennsylvania and across the nation are not genuinely accessible.  For example, 
voters who lack the use of their hands require a “binary switch” interface (such as a “sip and puff” connector or “gel 
pad” technology).  However, that enabling technology is missing in Allegheny, Westmoreland and more than 50 
other counties in Pennsylvania.  
 
Delivering accessibility for Pennsylvanians will require further funding. Most counties will need to add additional 
interfaces to existing voting machines or replace non-accessible touchscreen machines with devices that help a 
blind or disabled voter mark and verify a paper ballot. 
 
Verifiability 
 
As you know, paperless touchscreen voting machines provide voters with no assurance that their vote is recorded 
as cast and leave candidates without recourse to meaningful recounts.  Therefore, the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology has advised the Election Assistance Commission of the need to implement "software 
independent" voting systems.  For the foreseeable future, this means voter-verified paper records.  
 
Auditability 
 
Paper ballots alone will not safeguard elections.  After an election, vote totals produced by touchscreen voting 
machines or optical scanners must be cross-checked against a hand count of a sample of the paper records which 
voters had the opportunity to verify as recording their intent.  The paper record should have the legal standing of a 
ballot and, therefore, priority over the electronic record unless compelling circumstances direct otherwise. 
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In sum, we are urging your support for legislation that regulates and adequately funds: 
 

1) Voter-verified paper ballots or records; 
2) Fully accessible facilities for voting and ballot verification; and 
3) Routine audits of election results 

 
Because accessible, verifiable, and auditable elections are vitally important to our republic, implementing acces-
sibility and voter verification with routine audits for the May 2008 presidential primary is in the nation’s best interest.  
With your advocacy, guidance and oversight, we can achieve accessible, verifiable, and accountable elections. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
VoteAllegheny 
By: Collin Lynch, President 
By: David A. Eckhardt, Ph.D., 
         Vice President 
 
Disabilities Rights Network 
By: Paul W. O’Hanlon, Esq. 
 
VotePA 
By: Marybeth Kuznik 
 
People For the American Way 
Foundation 
By: Celeste Taylor, PA State  
        Coordinator, African American 
        Outreach  
 
The Black Political 
Empowerment Project 
By: Tim Stevens, Chairman 
 
League of Woman Voters 
of Greater Pittsburgh 
By: Suzanne M. Broughton,  
        President 
 
League of Women Voters of PA 
By: Elizabeth Milner, President 
By: Lora Lavin, Director of Issues  
        and Action 
 
Common Cause/PA 
By: Barry Kauffman, Director 
 
Marty B. O'Malley 
Borough Council Member, 
   Forest Hills, Pennsylvania 
 
PA-Verified Voting 
By: Richard King, Ph.D. 
 
Jim Ferlo 
Member, Pennsylvania Senate, 
   38th District 
 

David B. Fawcett, Esq. 
Member, Allegheny County 
   Council and 
Member, Allegheny County 
   Board of Elections 
 
James Burn, Chair, Democratic 
   Committee of Allegheny County 
Member, Allegheny County Council 
 
Libertarian Party of Pennsylvania  
By: Michael J. Robertson, Chair 
 
Bill Peduto 
Councilman, City of Pittsburgh 
 
Dr. Charles Martoni 
Member, Allegheny County Council 
 
William Russell Robinson 
Member, Allegheny County Council 
 
Michael Churchill, Esq. 
Chief Counsel, Public Interest Law  
   Center of Philadelphia 
 
Green Party of Pennsylvania 
By: Hillary Aisenstein, Chair 
 
Green Party of Allegheny County 
By: Sandra L. Hazley, Chair 
 
Pennsylvania Council of Churches 
By: Rev. Sandra L. Strauss 
        Director of Public Advocacy 
 
Marian K. Schneider, Esq. 
Chester County Coalition 
   for Voting Integrity 
 
The League of Young Voters 
By: Khari Mosely, Director   
       Pittsburgh Region 
 

John P. DeFazio 
Allegheny County Council 
   At-Large Member 
Member, Allegheny County 
   Board of Elections 
Director of the United 
   Steelworkers of Pennsylvania 
 
Allegheny County Republican 
Party 
By: Robert A. Glancy, Chairman 
 
Republican Committee of Pittsburgh 
By: Bob Hillen, Chairman 
 
Constitution Party of 
Pennsylvania 
By: Hagan Smith, State Chairman 
 
Democracy for Pittsburgh 
By: Janis M. Williams, Organizer 
 
James C. Roddey  
Former Allegheny County Chief 
   Executive  
 
Democracy Rising PA 
By: Tim Potts, President &  
        Co-founder 
 
Doug Shields 
Councilman, City of Pittsburgh 
 
Dan Frankel 
Member, Pennsylvania House 
   of Representatives, 23rd District 
 
14th Ward Independent 
Democratic Club 
By: Debbie Levy McKenney, President 
 
Butler County Democrats  
for Change (D-PAC) 
By: Dr. Itzi Meztli 
 
Concerned Voters of Centre Co. 
By: Mary Vollero, Chair 


